THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDQNALD

extremely popular ; it compares favourably with Presidencies
in many other countries. Moreover,, the question did not
arise in any urgency in those days,

Although not specifically embodied in articles in their,
creed, the Socialist attitude may be fairly summarized as
follows : They regard Monarchy based, as it is, on the heredi-
tary principle as an anachronism. To them it is a romantic
and picturesque survival of the pro-democratic age, Having
regard to the fact that the number of monarehs in Europe
has decreased in recent years from eighteen to ten, they believe
that the ultimate substitution of a Go-operative Commonwealth
for the Monarchical State is inevitable.

Not only was MacDonald not committed by his position
as leader to any course of action, but ho was himself definitely
opposed to any immediate drastic change, political^ economic
or constitutional.
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